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This file photo shows State Road, which runs south from Ann Arbor as State Street, near 
Textile Road in Pittsfield Township in 2020.Jacob Hamilton/MLive.com 

By Lucas Smolcic Larson | lsmolciclarson@mlive.com 

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MI - A major roadway corridor south of Ann Arbor is on its way 
to becoming more friendly for cyclists and pedestrians thanks to a new project calling for an 
estimated $1.58-million in pathway construction. 

Pittsfield Township officials, who have steadily worked to link their suburban neighborhoods 
and businesses with paved pathways and greenways, are now targeting State Road between 
Morgan and Textile roads in their efforts. 

In coordination with the Washtenaw County Road Commission, the township has been 
awarded $1.25 million from the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments for non-
motorized projects. 

On Wednesday, May 10, the Pittsfield Township board voted unanimously to proceed with 
designing a new 10-foot wide paved pathway on the roughly one-mile segment of roadway, 
which runs south from downtown Ann Arbor as State Street. 

The efforts represent something of a pivot for township officials’ plans for the State Road 
corridor, one of the many targeted for pathways. They had planned to begin from the north, 
starting with a stretch along the Ann Arbor Municipal Airport between Ellsworth and Morgan 
roads, according to township Supervisor Mandy Grewal. 

But as engineers and township planners dug into the proposal, costs mounted for a number of 
reasons, including the acquisition of right-of-way and wetlands along the route, she said. In 
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March 2022, township leaders debated the roadblocks and decided to return a roughly $1 
million grant they had lined up for the construction, instead turning their focus further south. 

Read more: Pittsfield Township returns $1M grant for new pathway south of Ann Arbor 

“I think in many ways, it’s a much more seamless route, because it will connect up to the 
existing pathway on Textile,” Grewal said, adding that the township envisions the pathway 
would continue both to the north and south in the future. 

Developing the network has been a priority of Pittsfield leaders since at least 2009, with 
projects including the Platt Road Greenway and pathways along Lohr Road, Michigan 
Avenue and Textile Road, among others. 

A recent sustainability-focused update to the township master plan includes 151 mentions of 
the word “non-motorized,” alongside a vision for the growth to continue. 

On Wednesday, the township board OK’d an agreement with the Road Commission that 
allows collaboration on design for the State Road project, as well as securing construction 
bids, which will come back before the board for approval, according to Pittsfield Director of 
Municipal Services Matthew Best. 

The township will bear roughly $250,000 of the projects costs, in addition to some extra for 
construction contingency, he told the board. Conceptual plans show the pathway on the west 
side of State Road. 

Officials have already secured a green light for the rail crossing involved in the project, 
according to Grewal. 

“We’re moving along. If things align and move smoothly hopefully it will be a 2024 project,” 
she said. 

 

 

https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2022/04/pittsfield-township-returns-1m-grant-for-new-pathway-south-of-ann-arbor.html
https://www.pittsfield-mi.gov/1395/Transportation
https://www.pittsfield-mi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8571/2022-Preserving-Pittsfield-Master-Plan
https://pittsfield.novusagenda.com/agendapublic/CoverSheet.aspx?ItemID=4569&MeetingID=141
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